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Thirteenth Iraq Day at The Mansion House 

Growth & Diversification  

IBBC Spring Conference, Tuesday 3rd June 2025 

IBBC Pre-Conference Reception  

Mansion House, London EC4N 8BH 

2nd June, from 6pm -8pm  

IBBC Spring Conference Tech Forum 

Online Via Teams 

2nd June From 1pm BST  

AGENDA 

Chairman of the Day: Mr Christophe Michels, IBBC Managing Director 

08.00 Arrival and registration, tea & coffee 

08.50 Move to the Egyptian Hall 

09.00 Welcome Addresses: 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne, IBBC President 

Sir Nicholas Lyons, The Rt Hon Lord Mayor Representative 

H.E. Hayan Abdul Ghani Al-Sawad, Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of Oil 

H.E. Mohammed Al Darraji, Representative of the Iraqi Prime Minister 

Mr Tim Reid, CEO, UK Export Finance 

Ms Zara Murad Griffiss, International Equestrian 

          Mr Sardar Al Bebany, CEO & Chairman Sardar Group, & Member of the IBBC Executive 

Committee 

Mr Mohammed Al Asaadi, Honorary IBBC Representative in Iraq & CEO of Sama  

 Hammurabi Law Firm 

10.00   Tea & Coffee break 

10:40   Keynote Address: The Rt Hon Lord Howell of Guildford 

10.55   Mr Jon Wilks, Geo-Politics with Lord Howell Q&A 

Panellist: Prof Gareth Stansfield, University of Exeter; Mr David Hunt, FCDO 

11.25   Session 1: Energy 

Chairman: Dr Luay Al-Khatteeb, IBBC Advisory Council  

Panellist: Mr Zaid Elyaseri, BP; Ms Dunia Chalabi, TotalEnergies; Mr Sultan Al-Maliki, Basrah 

Gas Company; Ms Sara Akbar, Oilserv Kuwait 

11:25   Woman’s Group Round Table (South Drawing Room) 

Chairwoman: Ms Ghadeer Haider, IBBC Woman’s Group 

11.25 Finance Roundtable Discussion (North Drawing Room) 

 Chairman: Mr Ardil Salem, Hogan Lovells International LLP 

12.30    Session 2: Growth and Diversification 

 Chairman: Prof Frank Gunter, Leigh University  

 Panellists: Mr Steve Alexander, Sardar Trading Agencies; Mr Mohsen Garcia, 1001 Media; Mr 

Abir Al Burhan, Al Burhan Group; Dr Ali Wajeeh Mahjob Altaiee, EMAAL 

13:10   The Rasmi Al Jabri Award 
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13.20   Lunch, Long Parlour 

 

14.25    Session 3 Banking Reform and Change   

             Chairman: Mr Ardil Salem, Hogan Lovells International LLP 

             Panellists: Mr Ezzeldin Sajid Yousuf, Central Bank of Iraq; Dr. Salahuddin Al-Hadeethi, Ministry  

             of Finance; Dr Salih Salman, PM Advisor, Presidency of the Council of Ministers;  

 

14:25    Education Roundtable Discussion (North Drawing Room) 

             Chairman: Professor Mohammed Al Uzri, IBBC Health and Education Advisor     

             Speaker: Professor Dr. Kossay K. Al-Ahmady, Iraqi Cultural Attaché in London 

 

15:10   Session 4: Financing and Investment in Practice  

            Chairman: Mr Ardil Salem, Hogan Lovells International LLP 

            Panellists: Mr. Ali Al-Aswad, Al Rida Investments; Mr Raed Hanna, Mutual Finance Ltd; Mr Joseph  

            Chakra, UK Export Finance; Mr Bilal Al-Sugheyer, IFC; Mr. Taiseer Jawad Mohammed, Trade  

            Bank of Iraq 

 

15.40 Tea & Coffee break     

   

16.00 Heritage Session 1:  

             Chairman: Professor Mohammed Al Uzri, IBBC Health and Education Advisor                   

             Panellists: Mr Richard Wilding, Royal Geographical Society; Dr William Deadman Durham   

             University, Professor Rajwan Al-Maiyali, University of Al-Qadisiyah 

             

16.40    Heritage Session 2:  

             Chairman: Professor Mohammed Al Uzri, IBBC Health and Education Advisor                   

             Panellists: Dr Rosalind Haddon PhD, BISI, Ms Maysoon Al-Damluji, BISI, Dr Mary Shepperson  

             The University of Liverpool & BISI Council Member, Dr Zuhair Nasar, The University of Kufa 

 

17.50    Close of the Conference 

Gold Sponsors: 

 
Trade Bank of Iraq, Sardar Group, MSUK/Al Zaman Group, Hogan Lovells International LLP, EMAAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea & Coffee Break Sponsor & Tech Sponsor 

 

  




